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HT New Delhi

Spectacular show marks

annual II'T festival

localevents

[IT Delhi’s spectacular annual
cultural festival, Rendezvous,
concluded with a pulsating
performance by Coke
Studio@MTV. Over 10,000
music lovers witnessed
incredible performances by an
ensemble of versatile and
multi-talented artists such as
Papon, Shilpa Rao and the

hand Advaita
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mg them up with college au-

IL plaints agamst raggmg in a year

e call came late one
night. It was from a
student of an engi-

neerlng college in Jhansi.
There is a “freshers’ party"
later in the night, the caller®
said. He did not need fo ex-
plain that the party was not
meant to be a get-together
where students share friend-
ly handshdkes and bonho-
mie. Thanks to a phone call
from a helpline official, the
warden and the principal
were able to contain any
kind of harassment.

It once was a tradition,
but today, ragging can take
several forms with each in-
stitution having itsownritu-
al. Freshers can be made to
doanything—doingtheirse-
niors’ assignments for a
whole year to running naked
across fields at night. Only
recently, 10 students were ex-
pelled from Allahabad Uni-
versity for allegedly making

freshers perform sexual acts

and filming them,

In July this yvear, the gov-
ernment’s anti-ragging cam-
paign underwent a few
changes. The UGC appointed
the Aman Satya Kachroo
Trust to monitor the pro-

-gramme for a year. It also be-
gan a website — antiraggin-
g.in — in collaboration with

' vits on

Uttar Pradesh is the top offender with 355 complamts smce 2009
Dethi, surprisingly, recorded only one complaint

DrRaj Kachroo, father of the
late Aman Kachroo who lost
hislifeinagruesomeragging

incident in a Himachal Pra- -

desh medical college. Among
other things, students can
generate anti-ragging affida-
e website and sub-
mit them to their respective
colleges. This is basically an
undertaking that they won't
indulgeinragging.

The number of afﬁdawts
currently stands at approxi-
mately one lakh. “Wehopeto
have one million students by
next year,” says Kachroo,
adding, “Later, when we
have a larger database, we
will launch a more localized
campaign.” The website also
has a database of the com-

plaints lodged with the help-
line. The records can be ac-
cessed by entering the
complaint numbet, follow-
ing which, one can track the
progress. The complaint is
considered ‘closed’ only af-
ter the complainant ac-
knowledges that it is. For fu-
ture reference, all calls are
recorded.

Since June 2009, the 24x7

“helpline launched by the

HRID) ministry has handled
more than 1,650 complaints
from across the country A
group of about 20 individu-
als at a time cooped up in a
room in Delhi’s Udyog Vihar
take complaints ranging
from verbal bullyingtophys-
ical thrashing, before follow-

thorities and even the local
police. Many calls are from
victims injured seriously
enough to be hospitalized. In
such cases, a fair amount of
time is spent by the helpline -
in dialing landline numbers
of various police stations,
justtryingto get therelevant
officer to speak. “We search
the internet for phone num-
bers of colleges and police
stations. We have been told
now that we will have a col-
lege database integrated in-
to our software soon,” says
thecall centerteam manager
Nishat Israil. Officials from *
the UGC were unavailable
for comment.

A perusal of the helpline
data shows that complaints
have steadily increased till
2011, when they peaked at
579. For 2012, the number
presently stands relatively
lowat 298,

Distress calls peak be-
tween July and,September,
when academic sessions be-
gin in various colleges, UP is
the top offender with 355 com-
plaints since 2008, Dethi, sur-
prisingly, recorded only one
complaint. This year, from
the 66 complaints received
from UP, 24 were from Be-
nares Hindu University
(BHL)), according to one of
the helpline managers.
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